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North-Eastern Kalenjin
A Short History of the north-eastern Kalenjin of West Pokot, 

Baringo and Elgeyo-Marakwet
The Kalenjin of Kenya are a community of Highland Nilotic origin, speaking mostly intelligible languages, which were brought together as the 
“Kalenjin” community and culture in the 1950s. The north-eastern Kalenjin (predominantly the Tugen, Elgeyo, Marakwet and Pokot) were 
generally less economically developed and less affected by colonial changes than the south-eastern Kalenjin (Nandi and Kipsigis), split from their 
linguistic cousins by the Maasai-ruled, then white-ruled highlands of Nakuru and Uasin Gishu. 

The expansive Baringo was mostly occupied by the Pokot Kalenjin in the northern plans, and in the highlands the more numerous Tugen 
(originally known as Kamasia by the British) and their subgroups (Arror, Samor, Lembus), plus the tiny Maa-speaking Ilchamus. The Tugen had 
been moving gradually east until stopped by British rule. Baringo was mostly subsistence pastoralism, with agriculture in the wetter south. It 
included lakes Baringo and Bogoria, tourist attractions. It was heavily grazed by cattle and the subject of frequently colonial overstocking 
campaigns. A small irrigation system, Perkerra, was established in central Baringo in 1954 with Mau Mau detainee labour. 

Elgeyo Marakwet district was smaller, running along the rift valley, and occupied by the northern Marakwet (themselves a construct of five main 
sub groups) and the southern Keiyo or Elgeyo. The economy was based on a mix of agriculture and pastoralism.

The district of West Pokot was sparsely populated, pastoralist and highly independent, with a strong traditional culture and close links to the 
Karamojong in Uganda across the border. Cattle rustling was endemic. 

All three districts were “closed districts” until 1963 (movement to and from required a permit). There was little material economic development 
in the region in the colonial era (few roads and no factories). Colonial land alienation took place in the west, with the blocking of the Keiyo and 
Marakwet from the highlands when European settlers look the lands for their grazing in 1905, and in the south with some Tugen lands 
transferred to Nakuru for white settlement. However the area had still seen substantial social change, with the broad spread of Christianity and 
missionary education.

The closely-related Sabaot and Sebei Kalenjin are covered elsewhere.



North-Eastern Kalenjin
1955: First Nominated African MLCs

Colonial
Kenya

Governor 
Renison

In October 1955, more African Legislative Council members are nominated by the governor. Selected to represent the huge Rift 
Valley is Tugen primary school teacher Danial Toroitich arap Moi. He is to dominate the political history of the region for the 
next fifty years.
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North-Eastern Kalenjin
1957-58: First Votes for an elected African

Colonial
Kenya

Governor 
Renison

In 1957, the first African Legislative Council elections are held, for seven Councillors. The Rift Valley is won (on a 
fancy franchise and restricted registration) by the region’s previous nominated Member, Moi who easily defeats two 
Maasai candidates. In 1958, six more constituencies are carved out for African Legislative Council members and the 
Maasai get their own seat in the south. The Europeans and other racial groups have separate polls.
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North-Eastern Kalenjin
Feb 1961: The Kenyatta Election

Governor 
Renison

Ronald Ngala
(KADU)

Baringo
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William 
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Michael 
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& Suk (Pokot)

With national political parties permitted and the formation of KANU and KADU in 1960, African politics takes on a 
more structured form. The region is now split into two open constituencies – Baringo and Elgeyo-Suk. The northern 
Kara-Suk part of the Suk community (later to become Kacheliba constituency in West Pokot) is in Turkana but 
administered from Uganda until 1970. With Moi KADU Chairman, KADU wins both seats; firebrand William Murgor taking the 
second seat. There is also a reserved (whites only) Rift Valley seat, covering the central white highlands, which is easily won by 
settler leader Michael Blundell. This seat covers some land later to become part of Baringo (Eldama Ravine). Moi is only made a 
parliamentary secretary in Ngala’s KADU minority government, but in a December 1961 reshuffle, he becomes Education Minister.

M

KADU Nat. 
Chaiman



North-Eastern Kalenjin
1963: For Self-Government

Governor 
Macdonald

Kenyatta, Odinga, Mboya
(KANU)

Ngala (KADU)Ngei (APP)

In the 1962 coalition government, Moi moves to Local Government minister. In 1962-3, the districts begin to take 
on their future form. Baringo expands slightly south-west, but loses land to Samburu in the east, and Marakwet 
gains a small enclave from Uasin Gishu. Rapid increase in constituencies. KADU wins all seats except West Pokot 
Senate (a pro-KADU independent). As the losing side, there are no ministers from the region in Kenyatta’s first 
pre-independence government. In November 1963, William Murgor defects to KANU. 
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North-Eastern Kalenjin
Dec 1964: Republican Constitution

Kenyatta, Odinga, Mboya
(KANU)

In May 1964, Moi himself defects to KANU. In November 1964, an increasingly irrelevant KADU folds to join KANU, and a de 
facto one-party state takes form. In December, the Republic is established with Kenyatta as President and regionalism ends. 
Moi returns to office as Home Affairs Minister, the only KADU leader to get a ministry (a reward for his early move). Andrew 
Saikwa from Pokot becomes Commissioner of Prisons (under Moi’s ministry)  a role he retains for the next 14 years.

One Party State
(Part 1): 
1964-66
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A low density settlement 
scheme is implemented in 
Ravine in north Nakuru (soon 
to become south Baringo). The 
larger Perkerra scheme was 
also implemented in 1963. 
There were (and have since 
been) no schemes for Elgeyo-
Marakwet or Pokot 



North-Eastern Kalenjin
1965: Senate By-Elections

Kenyatta, Odinga, Mboya
(KANU)

In the August 1965 US-style rotational Senate elections (one third every two years), Kassa-Choon is replaced unopposed by 
Geoffrey Poghisio, but Willy Rotich is re-elected.

One Party State
(Part 1): 
1964-66
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North-Eastern Kalenjin
1966: The KPU

The 1966 KPU rebellion follows years of growing conflict between left and right. In the 1966 ‘little general election’, KANU forces their KPU 
opponents to go back to the people after defecting to the new party. In the Kalenjin, there is originally some support for the KPU,  but that 
swiftly withers in the fact of state hostility. Two MPs and two Senators join the party, but all lose their seats in the polls to KANU. Newcomers 
include Eric Bomett (Moi's brother in law) and Henry Cheboiwo (his business partner). Tugen Edward Kiptanui becomes a KANU specially elected 
MP. In January 1967, Moi becomes Vice-President (while keeping Home Affairs). William Murgor’s brother Charles is Nyanza PC (1966-69)
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1967: Unicameralism

In 1967, with the seat redistribution which follows the abolition of the Senate, West Pokot is split into two seats, 
Baringo four and Elgeyo-Marakwet three, to accommodate the Senators. Moi’s seat is restructured and renamed 
Baringo Central. Baringo East is now mostly Pokot. Constituency boundaries are not well documented. West Elgeyo-
Marakwet and east Baringo have reverted back to their previous borders and Baringo has gained another small piece 
of Nakuru south of Eldama Ravine.
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1969 General Election
One Party State

(Part 2): 
1969-82

In 1969, Tom Mboya is murdered and four months later, the KPU is banned; return of the one-party state. Baringo sees little change and the Moi 
team do well. William Murgor is defeated in Kerio Central. West Pokot sees the arrival of combative sub-nationalist Francis Lotodo. Unopposed, 
Moi remains VP and the sole minister. Willy Komen and ex-PC Murgor win seats in neighbouring Nakuru and Uasin Gishu. 1969 census shows 
local Kalenjin communities are overwhelmingly dominant, with a small community of Kikuyu in south Baringo. In September 1970, the Kara-Suk 
or Kara-Pokot land area is formally returned to Kenyan administration and incorporated into Pokot West.

Baringo Census 1969:

Elgeyo-Marakwet Census 1969:

West Pokot Census 1969:
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North-Eastern KalenjinAndrew 
Saikwa

Commissioner of Prisons

Kalenjin 137,641 85%

Kikuyu 12,122 7%
Njemps 5,933 4%

Other 6,045 4%

Kalenjin 76,991 93%

Turkana 1399 2%

Kikuyu 1375 2%

Luhya 1320 2%

Other 1373 1%

Kalenjin 153,716 97%

Kikuyu 2,902 2%

Luhya 896 1%
Other 1,751 1%



1974 General Election and After

In the 1974 election, little changes. Moi's personal assistant Nicholas Biwott stands and loses in Kerio South, Lotodo is re-
elected. Murgor returns and his brother wins neighbouring Eldoret South. The tensions and ferment of the next five years 
mostly pass the region by. No by-elections or deaths. Little changes still when Moi takes office in 1978 as President. Saikwa 
resigns in November after being implicated in coffee smuggling.
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1979 General Election

Moi’s first election as President sees change everywhere, but less here. Cheboiwo is inconveniently and narrowly beaten. 
Nicolas Biwott is unopposed in Kerio South and become Minister of State in the OP. No change in Pokot. Murgor is re-elected in 
Eldoret South. Litle change in Baringo but in West Pokot the population had nearly doubled, and the population of Elgeyo-
Marakwet has fallen sharply (probably due to outmigration to Uasin Gishu) and Kikuyu numbers have risen slightly everywhere
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Baringo Census 1979:

Elgeyo-Marakwet Census 1979:

West Pokot 1979:

North-Eastern Kalenjin

Kalenjin 172,826  85%

Kikuyu 15,408  8%

Njemps 6,758 3%

Other 8,800 4%

Kalenjin 140,947 89%

Turkana 3,855 2%

Kikuyu 4,144 3%

Luhya 5,312 3%

Other 4,394 3%

Charles 
Murgor

Kalenjin 139,058  93%

Kikuyu 4,152 3%

Luhya 2,321 2%
Other 3,337 2%



1980-82

In 1980, a by-election is ordered in Baringo North, at which the winner last time is unable to present his nomination papers, 
leaving Cheboiwo conveniently unopposed. As the political system enters crisis, a reshuffle moves Biwott. This is soon followed 
by the de jure one-party state and then the August 1982 coup attempt. In November 1982, Francis Kimosop (Tugen) is rigged in 
during the Nakuru North by–election caused by the detention of Koigi wa Wamwere. This seat covers Moi’s private residence.
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1983: Snap General Election

One Party State
(Part 3): De Jure 

1982-91

Njonjo’s fall in 1983 after the 1982 coup is followed by a snap general election. Here, nothing changes except in Elgeyo-
Marakwet, where Paul Chepkok (Keiyo) takes back the ethnically swing Kerio Central. Kimosop is re-elected in Nakuru North but 
Charles Murgor loses.
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1984-6

In 1984, the confrontational Francis Lotodo is sacked, expelled from KANU and jailed for warlike activities. In 1986, Kimosop allegedly commits 
suicide and a by-election is held again in Nakuru North, which is now won by Moi's brother-in-law Eric Bomett. The election is rigged. Also in 
1986, the first constituency boundary redistribution takes place for two decades. In this,  Baringo South grows again, taking a slice of Uasin 
Gishu around Timboroa.
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1988 (Public Queue Voting)

The boundary redistribution sees no change in Baringo, but one more seat for Elgeyo-Marakwet (to remove the swing seat) and one in West 
Pokot. In the KANU primaries and general elections that follow, many seats nationwide are rigged. Here, an out of favour Cheboiwo is removed 
and Willy Rotich returns unopposed, as do Moi, Biwott and Katurkana. In Pokot, Samuel Poghisio, son of the old MP, wins in Kacheliba, while a 
freed Lotodo storms back in Kapenguria. Eric Bomett is unopposed in the new majority Tugen seat of Rongai.  In the new predominantly Kalenjin 
seat of Eldoret East, Francis Tarar (Nandi-Keiyo) wins, as does Reuben Chesire (Tugen) in Eldoret North. 
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1988-92

Famine in West Pokot and Lotodo’s protests sees him again expelled from KANU along with ally Poghisio in July 1988 (both therefore losing their 
seats and being replaced in by-elections). The 1989 census shows that Kalenjin are now 84-85% of the population in both Baringo and West 
Pokot. This is the last census where tribe is published. In 1991, queue voting is abolished. In November, Biwott is sacked and arrested over 
Ouko’s murder, but then freed. Multi-party democracy returns in December 1991.  As FORD and the DP strengthen, KANU remains the dominant 
party in Moi and Biwott's home turf. No MPs defect and few out-of-favour Kalenjin do either. No-one replaces Biwott as minister from Elgeyo-
Marakwet, leaving space for his future return.
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Baringo Census 1989:

Elgeyo-Marakwet Census 1989:

West Pokot 1989:

Kalenjin 291,567 84%

Kikuyu 25,049 7%

Njemps 11,569 3%

Other 19,805 6%

Kalenjin 191,966 85%

Turkana 7138 3%

Kikuyu 6127 3%
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Other 8,835 4%
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Other 7,091 3%



December 1992: Multi-Party General Elections
North-Eastern Kalenjin

In the 1992 multi-party elections, KANU wins narrowly nationwide against a split opposition. In Moi’s home turf however, 
it’s a walkover for KANU in both presidency and Parliament in every seat. KANU is unopposed almost everywhere, the 
opposition candidates having been beaten, kidnapped or driven away. In Baringo North, Cheboiwo tries to stand for the DP 
but his papers are destroyed and his house burnt down. Moi and Biwott are re-elected and Lotodo returns for a third time. 
William Morogo is a newcomer in Baringo South. Ethnic clashes ravage the Rift, but this area remains calm.
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1993-97: Crisis and Reforms

North-Eastern Kalenjin

There are few changes in leadership locally during 1993-7, and the region remains calm, a safe KANU zone. In 1996, Chepkok dies and is 
replaced by KANU’s Elijah Sumbeiywo (previously Moi’s Presidential Escort Commander) unopposed.  In January 1997, after five years in exile, 
Biwott returns triumphantly to office as Minister of State in the OP once more.
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December 1997: General Election

A boundary redistribution in 1996 renames some seats and splits Baringo South in two. In the 1997 elections, facing four regional opponents 
(Raila, Wamalwa, Kibaki and Ngilu) KANU wins nationwide, but in parliament KANU has no consistent majority. In the northern Kalenjin, Moi 
and KANU remains dominant, with no single opponent and barely a contest in most seats. Moi, Biwott, Lotodo and Morogo return.  Only in 
Marakwet East (the site of severe cattle raiding from Pokot) does Moi’s Presidential vote fall below the high 90s%.  Andrew Kiptoon joins Biwott 
as a Minister in February 1998. Musa Sirma wins the new Eldama Ravine. Eric Morogo, William’s brother, wins neighbouring Rongai.
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1998-2002

KANU is riven by internal strife. Raila Odinga leads the NDP into cooperation with KANU and seeks power from within. In the region, Andrew 
Kiptoon is sacked as a minister in 2000 and William Morogo replaces him. Lazarus Sumbeiywo, Elijah’s brother, becomes Army Commander. 
Boinett moves from Director of Intelligence to DG of the new NSIS. In 2001, Lotodo dies and is replaced. In 2002, Raila realises that Moi has no 
intention of passing the succession baton to him and leads a rebellion against Moi’s choice of Uhuru Kenyatta. With the “rainbow rebellion” 
joining the National Alliance of Kibaki, Wamalwa and Ngilu, the tide shifts against KANU. Here, however, all MPs remain loyal.
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Senior (non-elected) Tugen, Keiyo and Marakwet, late Moi era
North-Eastern Kalenjin
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Wilfred 
Kimalat

PS Internal Security
 -2000

Daudi 
Tonje

COGS 
(1996-2001)
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Kilele

MD, ADC 
(X-1998)

Samuel 
Chepkonga

DG, CCK
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(1994-2001) *There were virtually no Pokot in senior roles.
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2002: Moi Retires, Kibaki Elected

Moi retires and his chosen successor Uhuru is defeated for the Presidency by Kibaki. But KANU and Kenyatta wins every seat 
here in the Presidency, and every Parliamentary seat except Marakwet East, which goes to the region’s first woman, Linah Kilimo
 (NARC) and Baringo East (Kamama Abongotum). Moi retires as Baringo Central MP and his successor is his youngest son, Gideon. 
Cheptoon defects to NARC but loses. Morogo loses KANU’s primary. Biwott and Poghisio return. Kilimo becomes minister in Kibaki’s first 
government. Over the next year, Kalenjin security and parastatal heads are evicted from most roles.

North-Eastern Kalenjin

Gideon 
Moi 

Keiyo North

Baringo Elgeyo-Marakwet West Pokot

Baringo East

Kamama 
Abongotum

Joseph
Korir

Baringo North

William 
Boit

Marakwet West

Keiyo South

Nicholas 
Biwott

Kacheliba

Sigor

Philip 
Rotino

Baringo Central

Elijah 
Sumbeiywo

David Sudi

Kapenguria

Marakwet East

Linah 
Kilimo

Samuel
Moroto

Mogotio

Musa 
Sirma

Eldama Ravine

Tugen Marakwet

Keiyo Keiyo

Pokot

Pokot

Pokot

Tugen unknown

Marakwet

Pokot

Tugen

FORD-P

Cheptoon

Morogo

M

Wilson 
Boinett

DG NSIS
(1999-2006)

Rongai

Alicien 
Chelaite

Tugen

Kuresoi

Moses 
Cheboi

Lost P

Defeated

Tugen

Samuel 
Poghisio



2005-7: Second Coalition Government

After two years of internal strife, NARC cracks in half after the failed referendum of 2005. With most of KANU joining Odinga and others in the 
new opposition, all 12 seats vote Orange (“No”), most by huge majorities. Kibaki drops all the “Orange” ministers (who voted against the Wako 
constitution) and reaches out to allies anywhere he can find them. Kilimo is dropped and the region has no ministers. Boinett retires. No by-
elections. 
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2007: General Election and Subsequent Chaos
North-Eastern Kalenjin

Another decade, but no boundary redistribution in 2006. The 2007 election is an ODM-PNU battle nationwide (with Musyoka 
only influential in Kamba areas) and in the north-eastern Kalenjin, every seat is contested between (now pro-Kibaki) KANU and
ODM (with Wiliam Ruto as its most senior Kalenjin). ODM wins decisively. Odinga wins every seat in the presidency except Baringo East(Kibaki) 
and Kacheliba (Musyoka), because of personal connections. Biwott, MP for 28 years, finally loses, as does Gideon Moi. In the short-lived Kibaki-
Musyoka government of January-April 2008, as Kenya burns, Poghisio is the only minister.
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Musa 
Sirma

April 2008-12: The Grand Coalition

North-Eastern Kalenjin

In the grand coalition (PNU-ODM-ODM-K), the ODM team returns, now taking half the enlarged cabinet’s posts. Biwott loses a long-running fight
with Kenyatta to control KANU and creates his own National Vision Party in 2008. Sambili becomes minister.  Against all the odds, in 2010, the coalition crafts and 
two thirds of Kenyans vote “yes” for a new constitution. The whole of the Kalenjin are with Ruto, however, in voting “no” (red). The new constitution is promulgated 
in 2010 and comes into effect over the next 2-3 years. Poghisio retains his docket. Sambili is sacked in 2011 and Kamar (Eldoret) replaces her and nominated MP 
Musa Sirma also becomes a minister. In 2012, Kamama and Poghisio join Ruto’s URP, Sambili KANU and Kilimo Kenyatta’s TNA. The ODM team mostly stay loyal.

Sammy 
Mwaita

Keiyo North

Baringo Elgeyo-Marakwet West Pokot

Baringo East

Kamama 
Abongotum

Helen 
Sambili

Baringo North

William 
Kipkorir

Marakwet West

Keiyo South

Jackson 
Kiptanui

Kacheliba

Sigor

Wilson 
Litole

Baringo Central

Lucas 
Chepkitony

Boaz 
Keino

Kapenguria

Marakwet East

Linah 
Kilimo

Julius 
Murgor

Mogotio

Moses 
Lessonet

Eldama Ravine

KENDA

UDM

Samuel 
Poghisio

Rongai

Luka 
Kigen

S

Margaret 
Kamar

M

Eldoret East

Nominated

M
M



Poghisio

Kilimo

2013: New Constitution
North-Eastern Kalenjin

2013 brings a new constitution, new bicameral parliament, Governors. Ministers (Cabinet Secretaries) no longer MPs. 80 more seats 
nationwide, and here Baringo gets one more, as does West Pokot. TNA and URP in alliance defeat Odinga’s ODM and Mudavadi’s UDF, and here 
Kenyatta and Ruto’s URP dominate, with KANU (not ODM) their main opponent. Most Kalenjin ODM MPs defect to URP and win (including 
Abongotum). Sambili survives on a KANU ticket. Gideon Moi returned as Baringo Senator. Poghisio loses the Pokot Senate seat. Onesmus 
Murkomen becomes Senator. There are now at least five MPs from the Tugen, Keiyo and Marakwet in Nakuru and Uasin Gishu. In the new 
Jubilee government, the Kalenjin are well represented, with Henry Rotich (Keiyo) and Phyllis Kandie (Tugen) the local choices.
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2014-17
North-Eastern Kalenjin

In 2016-17, TNA and URP merge to form the Jubilee party, and politicians nationwide defect to join them, including all incumbent KANU 
leaders. No region CSs are sacked and no by-elections
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Abongotum

Sambili

2017: General Elections

North-Eastern Kalenjin

Wiper rejoins ODM, the ANC and FORD-Kenya in NASA, but loses to Jubilee nationwide. Here, Kenyatta and Ruto win every seat for the 
presidency,  except Tiaty which votes Odinga. Jubilee wins most MPs and county seats (though KANU continues to win seats in Baringo and 
Pokot). Gideon Moi returns as does Poghisio. Lonyangapuo moves from Senator to Governor in Pokot. Murkomen is reelected. Cabinet secretaries 
include Simon Chelugui (Tugen), joining Henry Rotich.
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2018-22: The Handshake and the Divorce
North-Eastern Kalenjin

After the repeat presidential election, growing tensions and the 2018 handshake between Odinga and Kenyatta, Kenya takes a
different course. With Ruto out of favour and the handshake the main driver of politics, the situation becomes tougher for the Ruto
 team. In 2020, Henry Rotich is sacked. Several more of Ruto’s supporters are sacked from jobs and face legal cases. Grace Kipchoim dies in 
2018 and is replaced in a by-election by Jubilee’s Charles Kamuren. By 2021, the split is complete and Ruto has the UDA in place as the 
vehicle to seize the presidency. But his people stay in Jubilee as protection until the last minute.
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Lonyangapuo

PogishioG. Moi

2022: Ruto’s Revenge
North-Eastern Kalenjin

In 2022, Ruto’s control is almost complete. He wins every seat in the presidency except Tiaty. He wins every parliamentary poll 
except Tiaty, Marakwet West and two Pokot seats. The new party KUP does well in Pokot. Many of Ruto’s MPs are newcomers. 
In his new government, Murkomen becomes CS alongside Chelugui and hence resigns his seat.
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2023-5: A Troubled Tenure
North-Eastern Kalenjin

In 2023, Murkomen is duly replaced by UDA’s Kisang (also a Marakwet) in a by-election. In 2025, Cheptumo dies and is replaced by Victor 
Chemitei (also UDA). Chelugui is not reappointed after the government is reconstituted after the 2024 Gen Z protests and the formation of the 
broad-based government with ODM. Murkomen is promoted in 2025 to CS interior. In 2025 Hannah Cheptumo (wife of the deceased Senator) is 
made Cabinet Secretary, restoring a Baringo executive voice.
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